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Environmental Compliance Checklist for Indian
Professionals by Perfect Pollucon

Introduction

Environmental compliance is no longer an optional responsibility - it is a legal, financial, and
reputational necessity for every organization operating in India. The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), and State
Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) issue and enforce a wide range of regulations that industries,
commercial establishments, and healthcare facilities must follow.

For Environmental, Health & Safety (EHS) professionals, compliance can feel overwhelming.
Multiple rules - from the Water Act, Air Act, and Environment Protection Act, to specialized
waste management rules - apply simultaneously, depending on the type of operations. Non-
compliance can lead to penalties, operational shutdowns, or even criminal liability for
responsible officers.

This comprehensive Environmental Compliance Checklist has been created specifically for
Indian EHS officers, plant managers, and sustainability leaders to:

o Understand the full spectrum of environmental obligations applicable in India.
o Keep track of statutory filings, authorizations, and monitoring requirements.
e Prepare their organization for SPCB/CPCB inspections and audits.

e Build a culture of proactive compliance and sustainability.

The checklist is organized into 8 categories, covering everything from statutory consents to
waste management, reporting, and governance. Each category provides a line-by-line
compliance requirement, along with expert notes from Perfect Pollucon Services (PPS) -
based on decades of field experience helping industries stay compliant.

This document can serve as:
e Apractical working tool for compliance officers.
¢ Atraining guide for new EHS team members.
o Areadyreference during regulatory inspections and internal audits.

Use this checklist regularly, update it as rules evolve, and you will stay ahead of
compliance risks while demonstrating strong environmental stewardship.
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Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 1: Consent &
Authorizations
A. Consent to Establish (CTE)

e [JApplication for CTE submitted before project construction begins.

e []Site plan, process flow diagram, and raw material list attached with application.
o [ Water consumption and wastewater generation details provided.

e [JAiremissions (boilers, DG sets, furnaces, etc.) listed in application.

e [ONoise sources identified and mitigation plan submitted.

e [JSolid and hazardous waste management plan included.

e [1Valid CTE copy available on-site for inspection.

PPS Expert Note:
Many industries forget to apply for CTE when expanding capacity or adding new machinery.
Each expansion requires a fresh or amended CTE.

B. Consent to Operate (CTO)

e [ CTO obtained before starting plant operations.

¢ [ CTO conditions reviewed and communicated to operating staff.
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e [ Period of validity tracked (commonly 5 years, varies by SPCB).

e [ CTO renewed before expiry (at least 6 months in advance).

e [ CTO includes all current production lines and processes (no mismatch).
¢ [Copy of valid CTO available on-site.

e [ Monthly/quarterly monitoring reports submitted as per CTO conditions.

PPS Expert Note:
SPCBs often impose unit-specific conditions in CTO. Missing one condition (like quarterly stack
monitoring) counts as non-compliance.

C. Hazardous Waste Authorization (HWA)
e [JApplied under Hazardous and Other Wastes Rules, 2016.
o []Storage area designed with impervious floor and leachate collection.
o [1Waste categorized as per Schedule |, I, or lll.
e [JAuthorization specifies categories and quantities of waste handled.
e [JValid authorization displayed at waste storage area.

e [1Renewal of authorization tracked.

D. Bio-Medical Waste Authorization (for healthcare facilities)
e [ Authorization obtained under BMW Rules, 2016.
e [JSegregation system in place (yellow/red/white/blue bins).
e [JAnnualreports submitted to SPCB.

e [1Valid agreement with authorized common BMW facility.

E. E-Waste Authorization (for producers/importers)
e [1Registration obtained under E-Waste Management Rules.
o [1Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) plan approved.
e [1Record of e-waste collection and disposal maintained.

e [OAnnualreturns submitted to CPCB/SPCB.
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F. Plastic Waste Authorization / EPR

O Producers, importers, and brand owners registered under Plastic Waste Rules.
0 EPR targets for plastic packaging clearly defined.
I Records of plastic packaging usage and recycling maintained.

UJ Annual reports submitted on portal.

G. Battery Waste Authorization

J Compliance with Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022.
[ EPR registration obtained for batteries placed in the market.
[ Collection, recycling, and return system established.

I Periodic returns filed on CPCB portal.

H. Additional Clearances (if applicable)

U Environmental Clearance (EC) obtained from MoEFCC/SEIAA for Category A/B
projects.

[ Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearance (if project falls in CRZ area).
[ Forest clearance (if diversion of forest land is required).

O Wildlife clearance (if project site is near protected areas).

Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 2: Water / Effluent
Compliance

A. Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP) / Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)

O Valid consent mentions the ETP/STP capacity installed.

O ETP/STP designed as per CPCB/SPCB guidelines.

[ Daily operation logbook maintained (inflow, outflow, pH, flow rates).
U Trained operator available in each shift.

U Preventive maintenance schedule in place.
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e [1Sludge generated from ETP/STP tested for hazardous nature and disposed properly.

PPS Expert Note:
Most non-compliances happen because the ETP is either bypassed or not operated
continuously due to power cost concerns. Regulators treat this as a serious violation.

B. Effluent Discharge Standards

e [JTreated effluent meets SPCB standards (pH, BOD, COD, TSS, heavy metals, oil &
grease).

e [ Outlet sampling point properly provided and accessible.

e [ Online continuous effluent quality monitoring system (CEQMS) installed (if
mandated).

e [dTreated effluent reused where possible (gardening, cooling).
o [1Discharge to river/drain meets conditions of consent.

PPS Expert Note:
Even one failed effluent sample can result in a show-cause notice. Always cross-check results
with NABL-accredited labs.

C. Groundwater & Borewell Usage
e [ Permission obtained from CGWA/SPCB for groundwater extraction.
e [IFlow meters installed on borewells.
e [ Monthly abstraction records maintained.

o [ Rainwater harvesting implemented (where required).

D. Flow Monitoring & Logbooks
e [ Flow meters provided at ETP inlet/outlet.
o [ Daily records of flow maintained and signed by responsible officer.
e [JCalibration of flow meters carried out annually.

e [1Backup record system maintained in case of instrument failure.

E. Cooling Towers & Process Water

¢ [1Blowdown water tested for quality before discharge.
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e [1Chemicals used in cooling towers documented with MSDS.

e [JRecords of water conservation/recycling practices maintained.

F. Septic Tanks / Domestic Sewage (small facilities)
o [1Sewage disposed through proper soak pit or STP.
e [JSeptic tanks desludged periodically with record of disposal.

e [ONodirect discharge of untreated sewage into storm water drains.

G. Reporting & Submissions
e [ Monthly/quarterly effluent analysis reports submitted to SPCB.
o [JAnnual water cess/usage details submitted (if applicable).
o [1CEQMS data transmitted to CPCB/SPCB server without gaps (if installed).

PPS Expert Note:
Regulators often cross-check online monitoring data with manual reports. Any mismatch is
taken as data tampering.

Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 3: Air & Emissions
Compliance

A. Stack Emission Compliance
e [JAll stacks identified, numbered, and mentioned in CTO.
e [JStack monitoring carried out as per SPCB frequency (quarterly/half-yearly).
¢ [1Monitoring conducted only through NABL-accredited laboratories.

e [JStack sampling points provided as per IS 11255 standards (with platform, port,
ladder).

e [ Monitoring reports submitted to SPCB on time.

e [ Results within prescribed limits (SPM, SO,, NOx, VOCs, etc.).
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PPS Expert Note:
We often see companies install stacks without proper sampling ports or safe access. SPCB can
issue notices even before checking emissions if platforms are missing.

B. Air Pollution Control Devices (APCDs)
e [1APCDs (scrubbers, bag filters, ESPs, cyclones) installed as per CTO.
o [ Daily/weekly loghook maintained (pressure drop, flow, temperature).
e [1Preventive maintenance schedule followed.
e [JSpare parts stocked to avoid bypassing during breakdown.
e [JStack emissions monitored before and after APCD to check efficiency.

PPS Expert Note:
Neglecting APCD maintenance is one of the top reasons for excess emissions. Regulators
check maintenance records closely.

C. Ambient Air Quality Monitoring (AAQM)
e [ Ambient monitoring conducted as per NAAQS guidelines.
e [1Minimum 2-3 AAQM locations set up (workplace, boundary, nearby residential).
e [1Parameters tested: PM10, PM2.5, SO,, NOx, CO, VOCs.
e [dFrequency as per SPCB consent (commonly twice a year or quarterly).

e [JReports submitted with CTO compliance submissions.

D. DG Set Emissions
e [1DG sets type-approved by CPCB.
e [Stack height as per CPCB norms (H = h + 0.2/KVA).
e [JFuelusedis as permitted in CTO.
e [1Annual emission testing carried out and records maintained.

e [JAcoustic enclosures provided.

E. CEMS (Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems) - where applicable

e [1CEMS installed for parameters specified in CTO (SO,, NOx, particulate matter).
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e [1System calibrated and AMC records available.
e [1Data connected to CPCB/SPCB servers.
e [JAlerts and deviations investigated and recorded.

PPS Expert Note:
Installing CEMS is not enough - calibration and uptime matter more. SPCB now checks %
uptime reports and flags any gaps.

F. Fugitive Emissions & Workplace Controls
o [ Dust extraction systems installed at material handling areas.
e [dProperenclosures for conveyors and transfer points.
e [OFume hoods/scrubbers installed in chemical process areas.
¢ [1Workplace monitoring carried out for VOCs and dust exposure.

o [JHousekeeping and water sprinkling practiced in dusty areas.

G. Reporting & Submissions
e []Stack emission and AAQM reports submitted to SPCB within due dates.
e [ CEMS data continuously transmitted to CPCB/SPCB portal.
e [JAnyexceedances reported with corrective action plan.

e [ Annual air pollution cess/returns filed (if applicable).

Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 4: Noise Compliance
A. DG Set Noise Compliance

o [JAll DG sets fitted with CPCB-approved acoustic enclosures.

o [1Noise levels measured at 1 meter distance from DG set surface.
e [1DG set operator trained in safe operation and maintenance.

¢ [1DG set foundation mounted on vibration isolators.

¢ [ Annual DG set noise monitoring conducted by NABL-accredited lab.
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e [1Monitoring reports submitted to SPCB on time.

PPS Expert Note:
In many cases, enclosures are removed for ventilation. Regulators issue instant non-
compliance notices if DG sets are found running without them.

B. Boundary Noise Monitoring

e [ Noise monitored at plant boundary in daytime (6 am - 10 pm) and nighttime (10 pm -
6 am).

e [JLevels compared with CPCB standards (55 dB(A) for residential, 75 dB(A) for
industrial).

e [ Monitoring conducted at least twice a year (or as per CTO condition).

e [1Records maintained for inspections.

C. Workplace Noise Levels
e [ Noise mapping carried out inside plant (production floor, machinery areas).
e [INoise levels compared with OSHA/Factories Act exposure limits.
e [ Hearing protection provided to workers in high-noise zones (>85 dB(A)).
e [JRecords of PPE usage maintained.

e [ Worker health check-ups conducted for hearing loss.

D. Noise Source Control
e [JAcoustic enclosures installed for compressors, turbines, blowers.
e [ISilencers fitted to vents and exhausts.
e [JRegular lubrication and maintenance of rotating machinery.
e [1Noise barriers or green belt provided at boundary.

PPS Expert Note:
We’ve seen many facilities pass DG set noise tests but fail at boundary noise levels because of
poor greenbelt or open yards. Boundary controlis just as important as DG set compliance.

E. Reporting & Submissions

e [1DG set and boundary noise monitoring reports submitted to SPCB.

Page 9 of 18


https://www.ppsthane.com/

o S
* *
&rt.~.
* +N Y
ot * %
‘.ﬂ *
l#.

Perfect Pollucon Services
Environmental Consultant www.ppsthane.com

L Workplace noise data documented in safety/environmental audits.

[ Corrective action plan prepared if limits exceeded.

Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 5: Waste
Management Compliance

A. Hazardous Waste (HW) Management

O Authorization obtained under Hazardous & Other Wastes (Management &
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016.

[0 Waste categorized correctly as per Schedule |, II, llI.

[0 Hazardous waste storage area designed with impervious floor, roof, and leachate
collection.

O All containers labeled with waste name, category, and hazard symbol.
[J Waste stored not more than 90 days without SPCB permission.

[JWaste disposed only through authorized TSDF (Treatment, Storage & Disposal
Facility).

[J Form 10 manifest system used for each disposal consignment.
O Annual hazardous waste returns submitted before due date.

[0 Records of waste generation, storage, and disposal maintained.

PPS Expert Note:
In inspections, regulators often visit the HW shed first. Poor housekeeping here creates a
negative impression before they check anything else.

B. Biomedical Waste (BMW) Management

[ Authorization obtained under BMW Rules, 2016 (for hospitals, labs, clinics).
[0 Waste segregated at source into Yellow, Red, White, and Blue bins.
1 Records of daily BMW collection maintained.

1 Valid agreement with authorized Common Biomedical Waste Treatment Facility
(CBWTF).

O Annual reports submitted to SPCB.
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e [Training conducted for staff on segregation and handling.

C. E-Waste Management

o [l Authorization/registration obtained under E-Waste Management Rules, 2016 (for
producers/importers).

o [1Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) plan submitted and approved.
o [1Records of collection, return, and disposal maintained.
e [1E-waste handed over only to authorized recyclers.

e [OAnnual e-waste returns filed with CPCB/SPCB.

D. Plastic Waste Management
e [JRegistration obtained under Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016.
e [JProducers, Importers & Brand Owners (PIBOs) registered on CPCB portal.
o [JExtended Producer Responsibility (EPR) targets identified for plastic packaging.
e [JRecords of plastic usage, recycling, and disposal maintained.
e [JAnnual plastic waste returns filed online.
o [JAwareness programs on plastic waste reduction conducted (where applicable).

PPS Expert Note:
Many SMEs don’t realize even small packaging users must register under EPR. Regulators are
tightening checks in this area.

E. Battery Waste Management
e [ Compliance with Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022.
e [ Producers/importers registered on CPCB portal.
¢ [Collection and recycling mechanism established.
e [1Records of batteries placed in market and recycled maintained.

e [1Annual battery waste returns submitted.

F. Solid Waste (Non-Hazardous)

e [1Segregation of biodegradable, recyclable, and inert waste.
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¢ [1Composting/biogas of organic waste where applicable.
e [JRecyclables handed over to authorized vendors.

e [dlInert waste sent to municipal disposal site.

G. Records & Documentation
¢ [JAll waste manifests, annual returns, and authorizations filed systematically.
e [ Waste register updated monthly with generation, storage, and disposal.
e [Training conducted for workers handling wastes.
e [JSafety Data Sheets (SDS) maintained for all chemicals/wastes.

PPS Expert Note:
Regulators value organized documentation. A well-maintained waste register can cover small
lapses if inspectors see good intent and traceability.

Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 6: Monitoring &
Record Keeping

A. Laboratory Testing & Analysis
¢ [JAll mandatory monitoring (air, water, noise, waste) carried out as per CTO conditions.
e [dTesting done only through NABL-accredited laboratories.
e [ISampling and analysis frequency as per SPCB guidelines (monthly/quarterly).
e [dCopies of test reports available on-site for last 3-5 years.
e [ Third-party reports signed and stamped by the lab.

PPS Expert Note:
We often find companies do sampling at correct frequency but lose old reports. Regulators
sometimes ask for 3-5 years of history.

B. Calibration Records
e [JFlow meters, pH meters, DO meters calibrated annually by NABL/approved agency.
e [JCalibration certificates with validity clearly mentioned.
e [JPortable monitoring instruments (e.g., noise meters, stack kits) also calibrated.

e [1Calibration log maintained and accessible.
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PPS Expert Note:

During inspections, regulators first ask for calibration certificates. If missing, they doubt the

validity of all monitoring data.

C. Logbooks & Registers
o [1ETP logbook maintained (daily inflow, outflow, pH, observations).
e [1DG setlogbook maintained (running hours, load, fuel consumed).

e [APCD loghook maintained (pressure drop, cleaning dates, downtime).

e [JHazardous waste register updated monthly (generation, storage, disposal).

e [ Chemical stock register maintained with SDS references.

D. Legal Register
o [ Up-to-date register of all applicable environmental laws and rules.
e [1Records updated whenever a new notification/amendment is issued.
e [ Compliance officer/manager assigned to review monthly.

o [ Checklist of due dates (CTO renewal, Form V filing, returns).

E. On-Site Inspection Readiness
e [1Copies of all consents and authorizations displayed on notice board.
o [1Waste storage areas labeled with valid authorization details.
e [JLastinspection report and compliance response available.
e [JSafety equipment and monitoring instruments shown to inspectors.

o [ Emergency contact list displayed in control room.

F. Safety Data Sheets (SDS)
e [1SDS available for all chemicals used or stored on-site.

e [ Workers trained to read SDS and follow PPE requirements.

e [1SDS stored both digitally and in printed format in chemical storage area.
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Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 7: Reporting & Filings

A. Environmental Statement - Form V
e [JAnnual Environmental Statement prepared as per Rule 14 of EPA, 1986.

e [1Covers raw material consumption, water/energy usage, pollution load, and waste
generated.

e [JCertified by the head of the organization or authorized signatory.
e [1Submitted online/offline to SPCB by 30th September every year.

e [1Copy maintained on-site for 5 years.

B. Hazardous Waste Annual Returns
¢ [ Annual returns submitted in Form 4 under Hazardous & Other Wastes Rules, 2016.
e [Submitted by 30th June every year to SPCB.
e [lIncludes category, quantity generated, stored, disposed, and sent to recyclers.

e [ Copies of manifests (Form 10) attached with returns.

C. Biomedical Waste Annual Report
e [1Annual report submitted in Form IV by 30th June every year.
¢ [lIncludes category-wise BMW generation and disposal through CBWTF.

e [ Maintained with proof of disposal receipts from CBWTF operator.

D. E-Waste Returns
¢ [JAnnual returns submitted by producers/manufacturers under E-Waste Rules, 2016.
e [lIncludes Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) target compliance.

e [JFiled online through CPCB/SPCB portal by 30th June.

E. Plastic Waste Returns
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e [PIBOs (Producers, Importers, Brand Owners) submit annual returns under Plastic
Waste Management Rules, 2016.

o [lIncludes EPR target achievement for plastic packaging.

e [1Submitted online to CPCB/SPCB by 30th June.

F. Battery Waste Returns
o [1Returns filed under Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022.
e [ Submitted online via CPCB portal.

e [dlIncludes sales, collection, recycling, and EPR target compliance.

G. Online Portal Submissions (State-specific)
e [ Monthly/quarterly monitoring reports uploaded to SPCB online portal.
o [JSelf-monitoring reports (stack, AAQM, effluent) uploaded.
e [1CEMS/CEQMS live data transmitted continuously to CPCB/SPCB servers.

e [dAcknowledgment receipts of submissions downloaded and stored.

H. Other Statutory Reports
e [1Water cess/Environmental compensation fees submitted (if applicable).
e [JEnergy and sustainability reports submitted to SEBI (for listed companies).

o [1ESGreports (where applicable) prepared for investors and clients.

l. Record Retention

e [dCopies of all returns (Form V, HW, BMW, E-Waste, Plastic, Battery) stored in
compliance register.

¢ [ Minimum retention: 5 years or as specified in law.
o [ Digital backup maintained for audits.

PPS Expert Note:
SPCB inspectors often ask for the acknowledgment slip of returns. Submitting is not enough -
you must keep the submission receipt.
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Environmental Compliance Checklist — Category 8: Training, Audits &
Governance

A. Training & Awareness
e [JAI ETP/STP operators trained in daily operation and troubleshooting.
e [Workers trained in hazardous waste handling and PPE usage.
e [JInduction training for new employees on environmental compliance.
o [JAnnualrefresher training for all staff (with attendance records).
e [dContractors/suppliers oriented on site-specific environmental rules.
e [dSafety Data Sheet (SDS) training conducted for chemical handlers.

PPS Expert Note:
Training records with attendance sheets are often asked for during audits - they show
management’s commitment beyond paperwork.

B. Internal Environmental Audits
o [JlInternal compliance audits carried out at least once a year.
e [ Audit checklist covers water, air, noise, waste, and documentation.
e [ Non-conformities documented with corrective action plan.

e [JAuditreports signed by management and stored.

C. External Audits & Certifications
e [1ISO 14001 EMS certification (if applicable) obtained and maintained.
e [1Surveillance audits conducted as per schedule.

e [ Third-party legal compliance audits done annually (best practice).

D. Emergency Preparedness & Drills
e [10On-site emergency plan prepared and approved (if MAH unit under Factories Act).
e [1Mockdrills for chemical spill, fire, and effluent bypass conducted every 6 months.

e [1Records of drills with photos/videos maintained.
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o [1Emergency contacts displayed at control room and main gate.

E. Management Review
o [1Top management reviews compliance status at least once every year.
e [1Minutes of meeting recorded with action points.
e [JBudget allocated for EHS improvements and legal compliance.

e [dProgress on EPR/CSR/environmental goals tracked.

F. Legal & Regulatory Updates
e [JRegularreview of MOEFCC, CPCB, SPCB notifications.
o [llegalregister updated with every amendment.
o [JCompliance calendar shared with management and EHS teams.

PPS Expert Note:
Most non-compliances happen not due to negligence but because companies don’t track new
rules. Example: Battery Waste Rules 2022 caught many companies unprepared.

Conclusion

Environmental compliance in India is a dynamic and evolving responsibility. With multiple
Acts, Rules, and state-level requirements, staying compliant is not only about avoiding
penalties - it is about safeguarding natural resources, protecting community health, and
ensuring long-term business sustainability.

For EHS professionals, this checklist is intended to serve as a living document - a structured
framework that can be adapted to your organization’s operations, sector, and regulatory
obligations. By following the steps outlined under each category, you can:

e Reduce the risk of regulatory non-compliance and shutdowns.
e Build a robust documentation and monitoring culture.

e Align with both national laws and international sustainability standards (such as ISO
14001 and ESG frameworks).

¢ Demonstrate to stakeholders, investors, and regulators that your organization takes its
environmental responsibilities seriously.
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At Perfect Pollucon Services (PPS), our mission is to simplify compliance for industries,
healthcare facilities, and businesses across India. With over three decades of experience, our
team provides specialized services in stack monitoring, ambient air testing, wastewater
analysis, noise monitoring, hazardous waste audits, and compliance consulting.

Whether you are preparing for a SPCB inspection, planning to renew your consents, or aiming
to upgrade your compliance systems, this checklist is your starting point. For deeper
guidance, customized audits, or end-to-end compliance solutions, our experts at PPS are ready
to help.

Together, let’s turn compliance into an opportunity - not just to meet regulations, but to lead in
environmental responsibility and sustainability.
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